
Elisabeth Von Trapp
Some of my earliest memories are of music it has had an impact

 on me and continues to guide me; music has given me a place to be.

For Elisabeth Von Trapp, the sounds of music  have been a calling since her earliest memories.  Her step-grandmother was the famed
flibbertigibbet and will of the wisp , Maria, whose story inspired the musical and film, The Sound of Music .   Elisabeth's father, Werner

Von Trapp, was portrayed as the stoic Kurt in the film which starred Julie Andrews as Maria and Christopher Plummer as Captain Von
Trapp, Elisabeth's grandfather. Elisabeth will be demonstrating her own passion for music at St. Peter's on October 25th at 7pm.

Growing up in Vermont, where her family settled in 1940, Elisabeth was inspired by the continuous presence of music in her home.  There
was her father's guitar playing and singing, the Beethoven, Bach, Vivaldi and Mozart from her family record collection and the voices of
The Beatles, Joni Mitchell and Bob Dylan wafting from the open airways of Vermont radio.  Elisabeth started on a musical journey of her
own, with beginning piano lessons at the age of eight, that has brought her to sing on the subway platforms of New York City, small folk
clubs and concert halls to the White House, National Cathedral and the Kennedy Center.

Elisabeth explains her unique eclectic style, It was a pleasure to listen to all of the classical albums we had. From that experience, I
memorized both Classical and current music very early on, and sometimes would prefer listening to orchestra pieces and the beautiful
melodies within it.  But basically, I developed an understanding at how old music grew into the new, how it changed, even the
consciousness of our musical history.  It is so rich and varied.  The further back you go, the more you understand the pendulum to create
something new.

I find myself taking genres from the 11th Century Mystics - like a chanting experience and bringing that to present day rhythm and blues,
which is even a greater challenge - how to incorporate different styles but maintain integrity within its presentation

In 2001, Elisabeth gained permission from Robert Frost's publisher Henry Holt & Co. to sing parts of the poet's oeuvre.  In the 2004,
combined with poems of Shakespeare, a Japanese haiku, interpretations of Over the Rainbow  and What a Wonderful World , poems of
Frost appeared on the album Poetic License, which incorporates the sounds of jazz, contemporary and classical influences.  

Bishop Thomas Ely, of the Episcopal Diocese of Vermont, offered Elisabeth and her husband, Ed Hall, the opportunity to travel to the Gulf
Coast in 2005, to work with Episcopal Relief and Development and their work following hurricane Katrina. Elisabeth spent a day
volunteering at a tent in Mississippi helping to hand out clothing to hundreds of hurricane victims. Connecting with the women's humanity,
she encouraged them who were mostly getting pants or shoes for husbands and children, to get something for their personal needs as well as
their family members.  Elisabeth then performed benefit concerts in Virginia, Louisiana and Mississippi.  The organizers in each
community were told to fill up a room with people, and Elisabeth will fill it with music . She performed for free at all of the shows and
each raised money for hurricane relief.  Elisabeth was not at her best, however, for the shows.  She contracted acute laryngitis from the
mold that was everywhere.  At times she recited, rather than sang, songs such as her setting of Frost's The Road Not Taken .  She said, A
lot of people lost everything I was thinking my throat will heal' . 

Following that trip they continued their work with the Episcopal Church by singing in dozens of churches, supported by the collection plate.
From that beginning a wonderful tour of Episcopal Churches, large and small, rural and metropolitan has continued.   

Her biography goes on to read, that experience of sharing her moments of song' brought her face to face with some of the most vibrant and
generous people she has ever had the pleasure to meet, true laborers working in God's field, people of faith that believe that now is the
season to offer hope and encouragement to those in need.  These visits opened my eyes to the heartbeat and soul of the Episcopal Church.

On October 25th, at 7pm, in St. Peter's sanctuary, Elisabeth will perform.  A free-will offering will be taken with a suggested donation of
$10.  Elisabeth donates a portion of that, as well as CD's sold at the event to St. Peter's Music Program,.  She will be available to meet and
greet following the performance.  Please join us to experience Elisabeth's singular purpose of reaching out to  communities through her
own sound of music .  

St. Peter's is located at 421 Wianno Avenue, Osterville. 
www.stpeters-capecod.org 

For more information, contact music director Karen Crosby at 774-208-8269.


