
Dear Friends, 

 

In sorting through files this month, I ran across this article, originally printed in June 2010. In light of the 

discernment process we are going through as a parish, I thought that it might be appropriate to revisit it. 

 

Over the years, I have devoted a lot of time and energy to exploring what it means to be Christian. In the 

beginning, like many people, I actually thought there would be a tidy encyclopedic definition. What I’ve found is 

more complicated and puzzling than such a simple definition. From personal study and revelation, to group study 

and discussion, what I was looking for never seemed to emerge. Periodically, I felt as if I had it within my grasp. I 

even "accepted" Jesus publicly. I "felt" the call. Unfortunately, often these situations weren't much more than 

superficial. I learned that warm fuzzy feelings weren't quite enough. Something was still missing. 

 

All this exploration did give rise to a discovery. I couldn't find what I was looking for in shallow places. I needed 

to go deeper. We need to turn inward to find God and our true selves. Being a Christian is not as simple as finding 

quick answers in the Bible, scholarly works, or Sunday worship. Yes, these are important. But there is more. 

There is the community of believers. We must be rooted in God, not only as individuals, but as a community. 

 

To carry out our appointed tasks as Christians - the tasks of healing, reconciling, making whole, and bringing the 

Gospel of justice, love, and peace to those who long for the empty void they feel to be filled - we must look to 

each other. Often we are surrounded by the very thing for which we are searching -- we just can't see it. When the 

Bible, scholarly works, or worship, become "easy" answers, without spiritual maturity, we do a disservice to 

ourselves and the Christian community. My experience is that in difficult times when the pressures of daily life 

close in upon us, it is in our relationship with fellow Christians that we find strength, courage, compassion and 

support. Being a Christian means living in and through the situations with which we find ourselves confronted, 

holding fast to the assurance that God is with us. 

 

As you read this, there are people somewhere who are searching – perhaps in our own faith community. Perhaps 

they are hurting or confused. Perhaps they are praying or pleading. No matter, as Christians we know this truth: 

the Love expressed in the Word-made-flesh, Jesus Christ, is the answer. A Christian community acknowledges 

the realities of the human condition, including our individual brokenness and uncertainty. Together we stand, 

united in Love, respecting and accepting one other...even when we disagree. Yes, we can agree to disagree. But 

what we can't do is to let shallow, quick answers or our brokenness become barriers. When we decide to look 

elsewhere for the Spirit because we don't get an emotional high on Sunday or don't like one another's brokenness, 

the Body of Christ – the community of believers -- suffers. A true Christian community feels the loss. WE suffer. 

Do you know someone who is searching? Who is hurting or staying away because you or I haven't been willing to 

put up with their humanness, or they with ours? If someone is hurting, we are all hurting. If someone is missing, 

we should take note and ask why, reach out, and invite them back. 

 

I would add, it is not just inviting them back, but being willing to enter their world through compassionate and 

non-judgmental listening, becoming a healing presence. 

 

     In Christ, 

 
 
 


