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Some Theological Reminders:

As St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Osterville moves into its uncertain future, 
we, its clergy, leaders, and members, have significant work ahead of us. My 
purpose here is not to review our recent history nor suggest why we are in our 
present situation. It is not appropriate for me to answer questions about our past 
or suggest strategies for our future. The Discernment Committee and the Vestry 
have or will adequately address both those topics. 

Nevertheless, we are all aware of the present realities of our Christian 
community. Membership has declined. Attendance at worship has declined. 
Financial and other support have declined. Our sense of identity, community, 
and mission, and our confidence in our future are not what they once were. 
There are signs of hope, healing, and forward movement already, but there 
remains much to be done and it will take all of us - working together - to guide 
our church on the path God wants it to follow, if we are to become what we 
hope we will be again. It is good that this Cross Keys article is appearing in 
April, just after Easter Day, with our snowbirds returning home, as spring 
reassures us that winter was not as harsh as we feared, and nature, like our 
individual and shared lives, and this peninsula we love, all have a new rebirth. 
A belief that we can do what is needed, and optimism that our goal of a new St. 
Peter’s will be realized, will give us the mental framework we need for the tasks 
that lie ahead of us. 

My purpose here is not to address a plan for the renewal of St. Peter’s, nor to 
discuss what needs to happen to get us from where we are to where we want to 
be. Rather, my purpose is to share some reminders of the theology that will 
underpin whatever plan is adopted, undertaken and fulfilled to achieve the goal 
we share: a new St. Peter’s. Think of it as the superstructure upon which God 
will build, through us and our efforts, a new worshipping and serving 
community of faith.

So here we go:

1. In the end, as at the beginning, and at all times and in all places, God is 
in charge. Whatever God wants to happen at St. Peter’s is what will 
happen. That which is not in accord with God’s Purpose will not occur. 
The fate of this church is in God’s hands - therefore whatever we decide 
to do must fulfill God’s Will and Purpose.

2. Prayer and worship are the foundation for God acting through us. If we 
ask: “What can I do to rebuild St. Peter’s Church?” the first and most 
important answer is: Pray. Personally and Corporately. The Book of 
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Common Prayer’s “An Outline of the Faith.” says that it is the 
duty of all Christians to participate in the corporate worship of the 
church every Sunday. Prayer, corporate worship, and the 
sacraments are the irreplaceable building blocks for a new St. 
Peter’s. This means our regular participation in the liturgical and 
spiritual life of this community is a key ingredient in any plan 
adopted or implemented for a renewed St. Peter’s. 

3. We are people of faith first, Baptized Christians second, 
Episcopalians third, and members of St. Peter’s fourth. St. Peter’s 
is the setting we have chosen within which to practice our 
Christian Discipleship, live our Baptismal Vows and Covenant, 
practice what we believe. The key elements of our Baptismal 
Discipleship are expressed as “SWEEPS” [not necessarily in this 
order]: Stewardship, Worship, Education, Evangelism, Pastoral 
Care, and Service.  What each is must be learned and all are can be 
carried out in the context of our personal and corporate lives, every 
day of the week, at home or work, church or recreation, 
individually and in our relationships. They define the Christian 
way of life, who we are and not just what we do.

4. Stewardship is the management of our resources of time, abilities, 
and money in ways that further God’s work in the world. In 
Worship, we unite ourselves with others to acknowledge the holiness of 
God, hear God's Word, offer prayer, and celebrate the sacraments. 
Education is our empowerment with the knowledge we need to do the 
work of God in the world. Evangelism is inviting persons by the 
power of the Holy Spirit into relationships with God in Christ. 
Pastoral Care is ministering to the needs of fellow members of our 
worshipping community. Service is ministering to the needs of the 
world.

5. Incorporation is enabling persons by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live their relationship with God in Christ as members of this 
worshipping community. As the people of St. Peter’s we invite 
neighbors, friends, co-workers, colleagues and acquaintances to 
attend worship with us, greet newcomers at the door, help them to 
participate in our worship, facilitate their greater involvement in 
our life and ministry, and welcome them into full membership. 
This is how, through each of us, God brings new people into God’s 
fellowship of faith that is St. Peter’s.

6. God is at work in our community of faith and, through it, in the 
world God created and redeemed. We are part of a larger whole 
that transcends every division and category, every age and gender, 
every space and time. God’s work does not depend on us to 
succeed – but God does invite us to be a part of how that work 
happens. Therefore, in the end, we will not renew and rebuild St. 
Peter’s Church. God will do that through us.

On these theological principles God will build the new St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church in Osterville.
 
The Rev. Russell H. Allen,
Pastoral Associate

http://www.stpeters-capecod.org
http://www.stpeters-capecod.org
mailto:officestpeterscapecod@verizon.net
mailto:officestpeterscapecod@verizon.net


April Birthdays

   1-Barbara Sweeney, Josh Bailey

   3-Mark Thomas, Neil Forster, Harriet Conroy

   4-Karen Darrah, Sally Davis, Joyce Schmidt

   7-Bob Seidler

   8-Susan Butler

   9-Carol Bowley

   11-Ila Bedenkop, Emily Williams, Alison Ahn

   13-Colin Marczely, Bill Stoker

   15-Cici Cook

   19-Jonathan Stanney

   21-Judy Fenner

   25-Rob Diefenbach, Chuck Gasior

   30-Jacob Siegal
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Anniversaries

   4-Warren & Helen Ringer

  18-Neil & Barbara Sweeney

 George & Barbara Noonan

   23-Charlene & Erik Krig

   25-Michael & Nancy Stepanek

Watt’s the Difference?

Can you guess how many light bulbs are in the 
Parish Hall?  Just restrict your thinking to the 
clear, candelabra bulbs in the chandeliers and in 
the sconces.

The answer is:  75

The bulbs are 40 watts each, so when they are all 
on, they draw 3000 watts. Considering that the 
Parish Hall is used 7 days a week and the lights 
are on for many hours, that is a lot of electricity.

Enter new technology.  Light Emitting Diodes 
(LEDs) are now available in “form-fit-function” 
replacements for conventional bulbs, and the 
prices have dropped significantly.

For about $2 a bulb, all 75 bulbs in the Parish Hall 
have been replaced.  Now, instead of 3000 watts, 
the total number of watts is only 375.  The LEDs 
draw 5 watts each instead of 40 watts each.  That 
is an 87.5% reduction in power usage, at obvious 
savings.

Can you tell the difference?
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St. Peter’s Outreach

St. Peter’s Pantry: Don't forget to bring food for 
our pantry to church each Sunday.  You can put it in 
the baskets in the Narthex or in the basket in the 
Parish Hall.  If you aren't sure what to donate, here 
is a shopping list:  pasta, rice, soup, pasta sauce, 
mac and cheese, beans, canned ravioli, 
spaghettios, other canned meals, canned 
vegetables, canned fruit, applesauce, non 
refrigerated milk, cold cereal, peanut butter, 
canned meats, mayo, instant mashed potatoes, 
juice, crackers.
 
BIC:  There has been some confusion about how the 
BIC gift certificates which we buy from Wayne on 
Sundays actually work.  Here is an explanation.  
BIC gift certificates to participating stores are sold 
in bulk to the Barnstable Interfaith Council, then 
resold at face value to community members, and 
five percent goes directly to Housing Assistance 
Corporation.  The gift does not cost the buyer 
anything more than their face value and can be used 
to buy groceries, clothing and other items that you 
would be purchasing during a regular shopping trip 
or be given as a gift.  These helpful gift certificates 
are sold by Wayne Schmidt every Sunday in the 
Parish Hall after the 10:00 service.  Participating 
stores include Stop and Shop, Shaw's, Roche 
Brothers, Country Gardens, Dunkin Doughnuts, 
Kohl's, and many others.
 
SAFE HARBOR:  The unit we rehabbed at Safe 
Harbor was called Unit L.  Since we have decided to 
officially "adopt" the unit, it will be renamed.  From 
now on it will be known St. Peter's, Osterville, Unit.  
A sign will be hand made and hung on the outside of 
the unit door as a welcome from us to each new 
resident.

St. Peter's Women's Association
 
St. Peter's Women's Association invites everyone to 
attend our next luncheon meeting.  All members of 
the church--both men and women--and guests are 
welcome.  On Thursday, April 7, Hank Phillippi 
Ryan, investigative reporter for Channel 7 in 
Boston, MA, will be speaking about her career 
experiences and her mystery books which are often 
set in Boston.  Hank is an excellent and entertaining 
speaker, and we are delighted that she will be 
joining us.
 
Luncheon cost is $18.00--prepayment is 
appreciated, given to Maureen in the church office.  
The luncheon will be catered by Wimpy's Restaurant 
in Osterville.  Reservations should be made by 
Monday, April 4.  A sign-up sheet is available on the 
church's bulletin board.

 Meredith David, President 

Adult Forums in 2016

The Adult Forum, the Adult Education program held 
every Sunday through June, holidays excepted, begins 
about 11:20 in the Library and concludes sometime 
after 12 noon, depending on the topic. 

More to the point the Adult Forum is a weekly 
gathering of people in a space and at a time designated 
for open and unstructured consideration, discussion, 
and sharing on a variety of topics relevant to the lives 
of those present.  It is neither a formal Adult Christian 
Education course nor a Bible Study; it is not intended 
to prepare candidates for the Church’s sacraments. 
There is no curriculum, no content intended for 
dissemination, and no instrument of evaluation. There 
are no pre-established truths or expectations of 
doctrinal conformity. Its leader’s purpose is to 
facilitate the discussion in which all present are invited 
to participate. It is what its name implies: An Adult 
Forum.

In the month of April the Adult Forums will be:
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April 3: This I Believe. Meredith David.

April 11: Faith Traditions. Islam. Rafique 
Muhammad. Islamic Center of Cape Cod

April 17: Faith Traditions. Judaism. Rabbi David 
Freelund, Cape Cod Synagogue.

April 24: Our World: Pat Sherlock / 
Grandmothers Against Gun Violence. 

In May the Adult Forums will consist of:

May 1: This I Believe. Gerard Armstrong.

May 8: Mother’s Day Special Program

May 15: DAY OF PENTECOST PROGRAM. 

May 22: This I Believe. Ghislaine Lacerte. 

May 29: OUTREACH MINISTRIES FIFTH 
SUNDAY COLLECTION – MEMORIAL DAY 
SPECIAL PROGRAM.

Detailed schedules and information on the weekly 
Adult Forums are available throughout the year in the 
eBulletin and Sunday Bulletin, and on the Church’s 
website. 

The Rev. Russell H. Allen,
Pastoral Associate

The Prayers of the People Project

The Prayers of the People Project, now in its fifth 
year, uses forms drawn from the Book of Common 
Prayer, other provinces of the Anglican 
Communion and Christian denominations, Internet 
resources, and our own life and ministry as a 
community of faith to supply a weekly context for 
our corporate Petitions, Intercessions, 
Thanksgivings and Memorials, and invites all the 
members of the congregation to add their own 
content, aloud or in silence.

In addition, “Open Form” is now our standard at 
every New Song Sunday 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist, 
normally the third Sunday of the month.  This 
format, which consists of the clergy leader 
suggesting various themes, encourages worshippers 
to respond with prayer foci that are of special 
interest or concern to them.

The text for the Prayers of the People for a given 
Sunday is usually prepared early in the preceding 
week. If there is a particular request that you would 
like included in this preparation process please 
email me or call me before Wednesday. 

Intercessors continue to lead the Prayers of the 
People on other Sundays, and I invite you to 
assume this role of assisting fellow worshippers in 
adding their own concerns or celebrations to those 
of the whole gathered community.  

No special training is needed for this leadership 
role. A flexible schedule distributes responsibility 
throughout the year, and the Prayers of the People 
for any given Sunday are sent out to the Intercessor 
well in advance of that date. Due to the change in 
the format and content of the Sunday Bulletin, the 
full text of the Prayers of the People is no longer 
printed, other than any refrain by the members of 
the congregation. However, copies are available by 
request from those who may wish to use them for 
their personal prayers. Please contact me if you 
would like to receive copies on a regular basis.

Everyone wishing to become an Intercessor is 
asked to contact me. 

Comments and suggestions made by members of 
the congregation regarding this project are very 
valuable and I encourage anyone wishing to share 
their thoughts to contact me by email at 
capecahd@comcast.net, or by phone at 
508-432-3483.

The Rev. Russell H. Allen,
Pastoral Associate

mailto:capecahd@verizon.net
mailto:capecahd@verizon.net
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UNITED	THANK	OFFERING	INGATHERING	
SUNDAY,	APRIL	17,	2016	

Sponsored	by	
St.	Peter's	Women's	Association	

	

	
On	Sunday,	April	17,	2016	please	bring	the	contents	
of	your	UTO	BOX	either	 in	cash	or	by	check	(made	
out	to	ST.	PETER'S	CHURCH	with	"UTO"	marked	on	
the	 memo	 line).	 	 NOTE:	 	 UTO	 envelopes	 will	 be	
available	in	the	pews.	

This	year	 is	 the	127th	Anniversary	of	 the	UTO.	 	You	

will	 note	 that	 the	 design	 of	 the	 UTO	 Boxes	 have	

changed	to	celebrate	this	mission.	

THE	HISTORY	AND	MISSION	OF	THE		
UNITED	THANK	OFFERING	

Copied	from	St.	Augustine	by	the	Sea	Episcopal	Church	newsletter	

	
"The	 United	 Offering	 (now	 the	 	 United	 Thank	
Offering)	began	at	 the	General	Convention	of	1889.		
There	is	a	legend	about	the	offerings	origin.			At	the	
Women's	 Auxiliary	 meeting	 during	 	 the	 General	
Convention	 of	 	 1886,	 about	 500	 women	 were	
present	for	the	worship	service.		And	yet,	when	Mrs.	
Ida	 Soule,	 then	 serving	 as	 a	 delegate	 from	
Pittsburgh,	 helped	 to	 count	 the	 offering,	 she	 found	
the	women	had	only	given	a	total	of	$87.		Dismayed	
at	the	meager	amount,	she	suggested	to	Julia	Emery	
that	perhaps	if	the	women	knew	where	their	money	
was	 going,	 they	 might	 be	 	 inspired	 to	 contribute	
more	 generously.	 	 Emery	 agreed	 and	 urged	 her	 to	
write	 a	 letter	 suggesting	 that,	 just	 before	 the	 next	
Triennial	Meeting,	 the	 offering	 be	 earmarked	 for	 a	
specific	 project.	 	 Emery	would	 publish	 the	 letter	 in	
The	Spirit	of	Missions	and	announce	the	designated	
recipient	of	that	year's	offering.	
	
In	 the	 early	 years	 the	 Women's	 Auxiliary	 collected	
the	 money	 at	 the	 General	 Convention	 and	 their	
focus	 	was	on	expanding	 the	mission	of	 the	church.		
Grants	 supported	 training	 women	 in	 the	 church,	

supporting	 and	 sending	 women	 missionaries	
domestically	 and	overseas	 and	 funding	 the	 building	
of	 schools,	 hospitals	 and	 church	 buildings	 all	 over	
the	USA.	
	
The	 United	 Offering	 became	 the	 United	 Thank	
Offering	 in	 the	 year	 1919.	 	 That	 triennium	 the	
offering	totaled	$1,371,537.	
	
In	1952,	Bishop	Gordon	of	Alaska	was	awarded	UTO	
money	for	an	airplane	in	order	to	reach	the	parishes.		
He	coined	the	phrase	"Blue	Box",	and	the	plane	in	its	
honor.	
	
In	 1970,	 the	 Executive	 Council	 gave	 permission	 to	
the	 General	 Division	 of	 Women's	 Work	 to	 allocate	
the	 offering	 on	 an	 annual	 basis.	 	 At	 the	 1970	
triennial	 meeting,	 an	 independent	 National	 United	
Thank	 Offering	 Committee	 was	 established.	 	 Its	
responsibilities	 were	 to	 promote,	 interpret,	 and	
allocate	the	offerings	annually.	
	
UTO	 celebrated	 its	 Centennial	 Anniversary,	 and	
funds	 available	 for	 granted	 topped	 $3,000,000	 	 for	
the	first	time.	
	
The	Mission	of	the	United	Thank	Offering	is	to	invite	
people	to	offer	daily	prayers	of	 thanksgiving	to	God	
and	 to	 offer	 outward	 and	 visible	 signs	 of	 those	
prayers	which	will	benefit	others.	
	
God	 calls	 each	 of	 us	 to	 grow	 in	 awareness	 of	 God,	
our	own	relationship	with	God,	and	our	relationship	
in	 community	 with	 all	 whom	 God	 has	 created.	 	 As	
habits	of	daily	thankful	prayer	mature,	our	personal	
relationship	 with	 God	 grows.	 	 Daily	 prayers	 of	
thanksgiving	 strengthen	 our	 being	 and	 doing.	 	 The	
Blue	 Box	 can	 be	 a	 reminder	 of	 our	many	 blessings.		
Uniting	our	own	gifts	of	thanks	with	those	of	others	
keeps	us	in	thankful	relationship	with	them	and	with	
all	 of	 creation.	 	 In	 sharing	 our	 thank	 offerings	with	
those	 throughout	 the	 Communion	 who	 seek	 to	
address	 compelling	 human	 need	 and	 extend	 the	
mission	 of	 the	 Church,	 we	 deepen	 our	 sense	 of	
participation	 in	 the	 lives	 of	 others.	 	 The	 shared	
prayer	 and	money	offerings	help	others	 to	 respond	
to	 God's	 call	 and	 to	 grow	 in	 their	 own	 deepened	
sense	 of	 living	 within	 the	 greater	 	 Christian	
community.	 	 	 	 Through	our	 shared	stores,	God	calls	
us	 to	 continue	 to	 grow	 into	 the	 fullness	 of	 the	
Kingdom."	

Submitted	by	Debbie	Gasior,		
S.P.W.A	Treasurer	&	UTO	Coordinator	





The doors are always open
welcoming you!

Sunday Services

         8:00 a.m.     Holy Eucharist (Rite I)
    	
 	 10:00 a.m.   Holy Eucharist (Rite II)

Holy Week Services - see page 3

Wednesday Service

	 10:00 a.m.    Holy Eucharist

Child care is available during the 10 a.m. 
Sunday Service downstairs in the Nursery.

Cross Keys
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